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known criminal character surrendered to the police, for
he was afraid he would meet with the same fate at the
hands of the vigilantes. The court which tried him trans-
ported him for life but it was fear of the rebels which
had brought this criminal to justice.
There was much else which the prati sarkar achieved:
it checked the antisocial habits of the people; child mar-
riages were abolished; the drink evil was wiped out; the
manufacture of liquor was completely stopped. The
people were made to learn new habits and live a new
life. They were taught cleanliness and new standards
of civilized life and behavior. As a political observer
put it, "The experiment was a creative effort of the
ingenuous talent of the common men of the village. It
was mainly devised, planned and executed by the com-
mon villagers themselves. The inspiration was the urge
to resist the nucleus of the mighty and organized vio-
lence of the police and find a way out for decent and
self-respecting clean collective life." But for the prati
sarkar, Satara would have been in utter chaos and the
days of ths Wild West in America would have been
transplanted there. Even the government of India had
to acknowledge that the suppression of crime in Satara
was possible only because of the prati sarkar. But the
British were a little baffled at the working of the prati
sarkar. They could not understand why, when the In-
dians could resort to so much native organizational
wisdom in times of crisis, they would not rally to the
side of the British in a war against fascism. Nor could
the British understand why, when Indians displayed
such a natural aptitude for preserving law and order,
policemen were constantly being bumped off by igno-
rant villagers.
The reason was simple. Fascism the villagers did not